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Teachers and Librarians :  
 

This guide is packed with age-appropriate ideas for incorporating Paris Pan Takes the Dare into 

your lesson plans. Feel free to tailor these documents for your students. 

In this guide (Curriculum Connections)  
 

¶ Discussion Guide:  A Closer Look at Paris Pan Takes the Dare (Language Arts)  

¶ Discussion Guide:  Diversity and Paris Pan Takes the Dare (Social Studies)  

¶ Character Counts (Character Education)  

¶ Readers Theatre:  The Big Game (Language Arts, Dramatic  Arts ) 

¶ Creative Writing: Activities for the Right-Brain (Language Arts)  

¶ Personal History Project:  A Moment in Time (Social Studies)  

¶ Crafts : When You Care Enough to Send the Very Bestñà la Paris Pan (Fine Arts)  

¶ Just Plain Fun: Paris Pan Slumber Party (Language Arts)  

¶ Just Plain Fun: Truth or Dare (Language Arts)  
 

About the Book  
 
Twelve-year-old Paris Panõs life is a mess. Sheõs just moved to a tiny town in Nowheresville, 

Oklahoma; her family life is a comical disaster; her new friends are more like frenemies; and the 

boy she has a crush on is a dork. Things couldnõt possibly get worse, until she discovers that a 

girl mysteriously died years ago while taking a seventh-grade rite of passageðthe Dareð right 

near Parisõs new house. So when Paris starts hearing strange noises coming from the creepy 

run-down shed in her backyard, she thinks they could be a message from the ghost of a girl. But 

while she has no plans to make contact with the great beyond, her two 

new friends have other thoughts. Everyone whoõs anyone takes the Dare, 

and now itõs Parisõs turn. 

About the Author  
 
Cynthea spent her formative years in Oklahoma and Texas where she was 

a Whiz Quiz member, an Academic Decathloner, and a spelling bee 

champion. (Yes, she was very popular.) But today, her semi-quasi-nerd-

esque days are over, and now she does only the really fun stuff, like 

learning how to master the Wii, imitating the animals at the zoo, and of course -- writing for 

children. www.cynthealiu.com.
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Writing D iscussion Guide 
Å A Closer Look at Paris Pan Takes The Dare Å 

  

 
Curriculum Connection: Language Arts 
 
Terms to Know 

foreshadowing mood 

symbolism metaphor 

climax simile 

antagonist point of view 

protagonist onomatopoeia 

hyperbole imagery  

setting sentence structure 

 
Discussion Questions 

1. In the beginning of the book, Paris tells readers, òé when you want something badly enough, 

youõll do anything to get it. Youõll lie to your friends. Steal from your family. Eat a whole box 

of orange Creamsicles. You might even take go as far as taking the Dare.ó  This passage is an 
example of ________________________. 

2. Who is the main antagonist in Paris Pan Takes the Dare? __________________. 

3. Paris Pan Takes the Dare is told in what point of view? ______________________ 

4. In Chapter One, Paris says her school transcript is longer than any Harry Potter book. This 

is an example of __________________________. 

5. What does Paris Panõs memory album symbolize? (see Chapter 7 for hint)   

6. In Chapter 8, Paris says Robinõs òeyes were cool steel.ó  Parisõs comparison is an example of 
a ____________________. 

7. In Chapter 8, Paris sees Robin at her window. The mood of the scene is eerie and scary. 

What literary devices did the author use to create that mood? 

8. The word Eeeeeeeeeer is an example of ______________________. 

9. In Chapter 11, Paris says her sister was òplanning to bust onto the court like a half-dressed 

pop star.ó  Parisõs comparison about her sister is an example of a ________________ . 

10.  Which scene in Paris Pan is the climax of the story? 
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Answer Key: 
 

1. foreshadowing  (suspense is also acceptable)  

2. hyperbole (exaggeration) 

3. Mayo 

4. 1st Person 

5. her desire for friendship 

6. metaphor 

7. through use of setting (in the dark, at night, the 

woods outside), metaphor (her eyes were cool 

steel) imagery (the dark shape of a girl, shadows of 

branches swaying against the wall, whistle of the 

wind, the shed door creaking, and sentence 

structure (short sentences for faster pacing) 

8. onomatopoeia  

9. simile.  

10. The scene where Paris is in the woods on the night 

of the Dare.  
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Reading Discussion Guide 
Å Diversity and Paris Pan Takes the Dare Å 

 
 
Curriculum Connection: Social Studies 
 
Terms to Know 
 

Generation Ethnicity 

Emigrate/Immigrate Culture 

Race Customs 

Discrimination Stereotypes 

 

Discussion Questions 
 
Generations. Paris Panõs parents are 

originally from China, but Paris grew up in the 

United States. Paris Pan is a first-generation 

American-Born Chinese.  How about you? 

Where is your family from? Are you a 1st, 2nd , 

3
rd

 éé 6
th

 generation ______________ 
(complete the statement.) 

 
 

Culture. In the Pan family, Parisõs mother 
prepares both Chinese food and American 

food. They speak Mandarin and English at 

home. Language and food are just a couple of 

things that make up oneõs culture. Can you 

name some more?  

 

Emigration. Many families in this country 

emigrated from other countries. Why do you 

suppose people move from one country to 

another? Discuss some reasons.  

 

Customs. What American customs does 

Parisõs family participate in? Are there any 

traditions or customs you participate in that 

are different from the traditions and customs 

of the people around you?  

 
Race vs. Ethnicity. In Chapter 1, Jay 

guesses that Paris Pan Is Japanese.  People 

from Japan and China share similar physical 

features. But Paris isnõt Japanese. Aside from 

country, what makes the Japanese different 

from the Chinese? What is the difference 

between race and ethnicity? 

 

Discrimination and Stereotypes. Some 

would say that Paris Pan is stereotypically 

Chinese because she makes good grades. If 

Paris Pan heard this statement, she would 

probably feel discriminated against. Why?  

 

 


